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GROUP A -  EARLY BLOOMERS 

All Clematis need a general purpose liquid fertilizer at recommended rates in Spring when it begins 
its growth cycle.   Group A varieties do not need additional fertilizer until after they bloom.   

Varieties that flower early on previous season’s growth (old wood) from mid to late Spring.  Prune 
weak or dead stems as soon as they are finished blooming in May or June.  Severe pruning or 
pruning later than June will result in fewer blooms the following spring.  

2023  CLEMATIS 

CLEMATIS PRUNING/FEEDING GROUPS 

GROUP B -  MID SEASON BIG FLOWER BLOOMERS 

     Group B1 - Varieties that flower from May to June on previous season’s growth.  Heavy flush of 
flowers occur in May and June followed by a possible second smaller flush in September on current 
season’s growth.   

      
      Group B2 - Varieties bloom simultaneous on last year’s growth and the current season’s growth 
from June through September.   
 

Lightly prune all Group B Clematis in late winter/early spring (Feb/March).  Trim back stems 6-8” 
right above where it branches and above the buds.  A more severe pruning will reduce the number 
of blooms at the plant’s next flowering, but will not injure the plant; in many cases it may help pro-
duce a better balanced plant.  Group B and C varieties work extremely well together.   
 

Group B varieties will respond to supplemental feeding up until the buds are well formed.  After 
they finish blooming supplemental feeding can be resumed until the early fall flush of flowers. 

GROUP C - LATE BLOOMERS 

Blooms on new, current season’s growth.  Last year’s stems will not bloom and can be pruned in 
late winter or early spring (Feb/March) to approximately 12” from the ground with two strong sets 
of buds on each stem. This will provide blooms that start near ground level and continue to the 
top of the plant.  If not pruned, growth can quickly get out of control.  Blooms early summer and 
continues through fall.   
 

Group C varieties will respond to supplemental feeding until the buds are well formed.  All feeding 
should stop in mid-August as plants need time to slow down for winter.   
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LADY BETTY BALFOUR CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Lady Betty Balfour’ 

Ht. 12-20’     Wd. 2-3’     - Full Sun 

A popular clematis for over eighty years!  Easy to grow variety with 5-7” rich deep 

blue flowers produced in August and September.  Part of Group C blooming on 

new growth and thriving in high heat.   Zone 4 (#4225 - #1 cont.)  

ELSA SPAETH CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Elsa Spaeth’ 
Ht. 8-10’     Wd. 2-3’     - Full Sun or Part Shade 

Rich violet-purple sepals with red anthers.  Exceptionally free flowering.  Part of 

Group B1 blooming in May, June on last year’s growth and September on new 

growth.   Zone 4 (#4218 - #1 cont.)  

DR RUPPEL CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Dr. Ruppel’ 

Ht.  8-12’     Wd. 2-3’    - Full Sun 

Strong grower with rose red, ruffled petals with a wide carmine central bar and 

golden stamens.  Part of Group B2 blooming in late spring and again in late 

summer on both old and new growth.  Zone 4 (#4212 - #1 cont.)  

COMTESSE DE BOUCHARD CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Comtesse de Bouchard’ 
Ht. 8-12’     Wd. 2-3’     -  Full Sun 

One of the most popular varieties with mauve pink flowers.  Part of the Clematis 

Group C blooming from June to September on new, current season’s growth.   

Zone 4   (#4216 - #1 cont.)  

EARNEST MARKHAM RED CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Ernest Markham’  

Ht. 8-12’     Wd. 2-3’     - Full Sun 

Single, 5-6” magenta-red flowers have a velvety sheen and golden anthers.  A 

vigorous grower.  Part of Group C blooming from July to September on the new 

year’s growth.   Zone 4  (#4220 - #1 cont.)  
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HENRYI CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Henryi’ 
Ht. 8-14’     Wd. 2-3’     - Full Sun 

Perfectly formed single, pure white flowers have purple anthers. Bronze 

foliage when young.  Blooms May and June on old growth then again July 

through September on new growth.  Part of Group B2.    

Zone 4  (#4228 - #1 cont.)  

NELLY MOSER CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Nelly Moser’ 

Ht. 8-10’     Wd. 2-3’     -  Full Sun 

Pale pink blooms have a carmine midstripe.  Part of  the Group B1 blooming 

primarily from the previous year’s stems in late spring.  Has some shade 

tolerance and can grow up to 10 feet. Zone 4 (#4244 - #1, #2 cont.)  

NIOBE CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Niobe’ 
Ht.  8-10’     Wd. 2-3’    - Full Sun 

Very dark ruby red flowers have prominent yellow anthers 

that open to 6-8”.  Part of the Group B2, blooming from June 

to September on new and old growth.   (#4245 - #1 cont.)  

JACKMANII CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Jackmanii’  

Ht. 12-20’     Wd. 4-5’     - Full Sun 

This popular climbing vine has solid 4-6” deep purple flowers with creamy-

yellow stamens.  Part of the Group C blooming from mid June through 

September on new growth.  Zone 4  (#4230 - #1 cont.)  

MARIE LOUISE JENSEN CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Marie Louise Jensen’ (‘Jenmar’) PP21713 

Ht. 6-8’     Wd. 24”  - Full Sun 

A repeat bloomer, this variety produces large, double purple-blue flowers 

early, followed by large, single blooms later in the summer.  Flowers on 

old wood.  Part of  the Group B1 blooming primarily from the previous 

year’s stems in late spring.   Zone 4  (#4241 - #1 cont.)  
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SWEET AUTUMN CLEMATIS 
Clematis paniculata 
Ht. 4-8’     Wd.  4-10’     - Full Sun or Part Shade 

Small 1.25” fragrant flowers are produced en mass in September and October.  

In Fall it becomes a striking silvery mass of fluffy seed heads.  Keep in check by 

cutting the stems back to 12” in early Spring.  It blooms on current year’s 

growth and unlike many clematis, it will thrive and bloom well in partial shade.    

(#4246 - #2 cont.)    

SUNSET CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Sunset’ 

Ht. 6-10’     Wd. 2-3’     -  Full Sun 

Large burgundy blooms with a creamy yellow center.  Part of  the Group B1 

blooming from the previous year’s stems in late spring.  Zone 4 (#5450-#1 cont.)  

VIOLET STARDUST CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Violet Stardust’ PP30555 
Ht. 24-26”     Wd. 24-26”     -  Full Sun 

This non-vining, broad-leaved hybrid clematis has small, violet-blue 

 star-shaped blooms with creamy white centers.  It does not climb, but would 

benefit from support.  Blooms from June to August.  Zone 3 (#5959 - #1 cont.) 

[photo:  Walters Gardens] 

STAND BY ME CLEMATIS 
Clematis ‘Stand By Me PP30556 
Ht.  34-38”     Wd. 30-36”    - Full sun or Part Shade 

This non-climbing bush clematis has bluish-purple, bell-shaped blooms starting 

in late spring and continuing into early summer.  It does appreciate having sup-

port to grow on.  This bush-type variety dies back completely every year and 

blooms entirely on new growth the following year. It attracts many pollinators.  

Zone 3  [Photo: Proven Winners®]  (#NEW - #1 cont.)  


